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Coinmanding  Officer,  U.  S.  Waval  Air  Station 
Memphis ^ Tennessee  38IID 


3 1 AUG  196S 


Headquarters,  U.  S.  Air  Force,  Washington,  D.C 


SUB  Jl 


Unidentified  flying  object;  report  of 


REFi 


ENCt  I 


(1)  Copy  of  Chief,  Memphis  Tower,  FAA,  Airport  Traffic  Control  Tower, 
Memphis,  Tenn,  Itr  of  2k  Aug  I966  (with  attacliments) 


In  the  interest  of  reduction  of  paperwork, 
Pertinent  iteris  are  checked  below. 


this  form  letter  is  used  in  lieu  of  formal  correspondence. 
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In  compliance  with  icference 


As  a matte.'  Linder  your  cofinlzance 


For  comp!: ance/appropfi ate  action 
For  inrorx.L*:;on 


For  commtnt/fccomtnendations 


For  correctton/coinpleiion  and  return 


'iissenc.'M;:  addressed  to  this  command 


P.eTurnfd  icr  reconsiderat 


Can  be  obtained  as  indicated  under  ’ E.i*Ti arks' 
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Delete  this  command  from  distribiuion 


Include  cor::mands  listed  below  in  distribution 


Reduce/Increase  this  command's  distribution  to 
copy(ies) 
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Not  received.  Submit  by  air  mail 


bv  this  command 


Not  submitted  in  accordance  with  re 


Should  be  assigned  a report  symbol 
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REMARK.S  (Vtf  reuerrt  $id€  if  additional  rp&ct  required) 
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Copy(ies)  requested 
Requc.st  addressee(s)  take  action 
Reply  not  received.  Request  status  of  action 


Receipt  acknowledged 


Action  pending  (see  'Remarks*) 


Does  not  adequately  identify  refercnce(s) 


Improperly  mailed  to  this  command.  Corrective 
action  taken  indicated  under  'Remarks* 
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Reported 


Detached/Transferred  (see  * Remarks*) 


Serving  aboard  your  command 


Not  on  board*  If  being  ordered  to  tlits  command, 
request  pertinent  information  under  'Remarks* 
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Forwarded  for  evaliiation/comment 


Recommended  for  command-wide  use 


Recommended  fo^^ revision 


Should  be  procured  in  accordance  with  reference 
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COPY  TO  jChief,  Memphi.*3  Tower,  FAA 

Airport  Traffic  Control  Tower 
Memphis,  Tennessee 


E-Z  LETTER  CHATRA-GEH  5216/1  (Rev.  6-63) 


SIGNATURE 
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FEDERAL  AVIATION  AGENCY 

Airport  Traffic  Control  Tower 

P.  0.  Box  30050 
Memphis,  Tennessee 

August  24,  1966 

»N  MEPIV 

REFEK  TO)  , • 


Commanding  Officer 
U*  S,  Kaval  Air  Ststlon 
Memphis,  Tenneaaee 


Dear  Sirs 

In  accordance  with  current  Instructions  which  require  that  all 
unidentified  flying  object  reports  be  referred  to  military 
officials,  the  attached  report  Is  forwarded  for  your  Information 
and  any  action  you  deem  appropriate. 


Sincerely  yours. 


James  P«  Arthur 
Chief,  Memphis  Towsr 
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Airport  Traffic  Crv.^trol  Tc'./ct 

?.  0.  B.v;s  aCC'iO 
Ko.wph la  , Ten-acaji  ca 


August  2U^  196S 


Apt*  81«C 


letalrlA*  LootslaiMi 


Dear  Mr*. 

# 

Thla  la  ia  reply  to  year  lett'ir  of  Au^^usr  12,  19S6,  cencemlug  an  unknown 
flying  object  obaerved  by  yo‘*  in  tns  vicinity  of  Kctipliio,  Tennessee*  X 
regret  t>,e  tardlneas  of  thla  reply;  unfortur.stely,  a diocrcpar.cy  In  the 
addreaa  end  tay  abaence  frooi  for  scv'craX  days  delayed  receipt  of 

your  letter* 

The  ejt&bllehed  procedure  for  h'ru'ling  UPO  reports  Is  to  refer  then  to  the 
nearest  ttllltnry  base  for  inv cstlgntitin*  ?Ic"ever,  in  thla  particular 
Instance  I feel  the  clrcunat^neca  warrant  r^y  ai^.ewcring  you  personally. 
During  the  period  prior  to  cr.i  follcuins  July  27*  1956,  the  Aoro-Lltc 
Cccpacy  was  conducting  cerlai  nivcrtlsiii?,  octlvitiee  in  the  Kctanhia  area* 
They  use  a modified  Cessna  vlth  a lcrx;o  oi*  pl-’^tfona  mounted  under^ 

ncatb  bdtveea  the  landlrs  ra.r  rr.i  the  franxt  la  approxl- 

DStely  X3  feet  vide  end  vbftn  ai?i>orisa  imt'oic's  to  a Icrs^th  of  appruxinuitcly 
30  feet*  It  la  nctually  a screen  ccufccir;irK;  hundreds  of  tiny  light  bulbs* 
Using  the  perforated  tape  prlrcinXn  they  arc  oMa  to  display  moving  advor* 
tlalng  elojana  or  cicseagcs*  Tiovever*  the  dlaplcy  to  be  legible  rauat  bo 
viewed  vben  alooat  directly  cvorh.'iad*  C-o  ffiv  as  1 have  boon  able  to 
detornilne,  thla  la  n newly  dr. ^Ij^vccd  pleco  of  equip.nent  end  the  only  one  In 

operation  at  thin  tine* 

* ■ 

Viewed  front  the  angle  at  which  you  observed  it  X believe  it  could  have 
preaented  the  appearance  yc  j df:^crlbad*  X base  thic  nsaunipclon  on  the  fact 
that  the  first  night  it  operated  In  tf«t’r!phls  the  control  tower  alone  received 
over  50  telephone  calls*  Ths  c’‘'*.criptior*i:4  rocaivod  were  not  In  na  good 
detail  Os  yours  but  did  dc-acritti  slirjXlar  app2itrr.nccs  dependent  on  the  angle 
froa  which  it  iras  ohservei* 


Since  I cannot  be  sure  that  this  w.ia  the  object  you  observed,  I a:j  fortJardlng 
a copy  of  your  report  to  the  appropriate.  r*.il.ltary  authorities  for  further 
lovoatisAtlOB  and  processing*  In  ansyor  to  yoar  offer,  X \;ouId  appreciate 
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tha  sVfttch^ft  yovi  nad^  ct  tha  object*  After  n timely  X will  return  tban  to  you 
If  700  60  de«lra* 


Your  report  la  approelated  &ml  ntoulu  yeti  be  in  tha  Jlcmpbls  orea  X 

want  to  attend  you  And  your  £n;i.Uy  tax  Irivitiitioa  to  visit  the  FM  Control 
Tower  and  Xemloal  Radar  Facility  at  Itctropolitan  Airport*  Xc  is 

one  of  tba  cost  modem  litata  lint  Ions  of  its  ty^:e  In  the  country,  and  It  would 
ba  A plaaaura  for  ea  to  show  It  to  you* 


Sincerely  yours ^ 


• Chief,  Keaphia  Tower 


cci 

Cosffiaodls3  Officer 
0.  $•  SavaX  Air  Station 
H»nkls.  Tetmessa* 
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August  12,  I960 


■ I 


Federal  Aviation  Agency 
Menif)hi  s Airjtort 
Air  Traffic  Control  Tower 
Mcniphis,  Tennessee '■ 


lerr-en : 


On  July  27,  1966,  at  9:3" 
soutii  of  Memphis,  1, 
yhat  appeared  to  uS  to  be 


P.M.,'  while  driving  on  Interstate  55 
a 1 ong  wi  t h my  wi  f c a nd  dt'iugh  ter,  saw 
'’I'Mying  saucer”.  This  object  was 


* V 


approxi Tritely  200  feet  froa  us,  over  the  higliway,  at  an  upward  v.v 
angle,  ar.d  we  were  able  to  observe  this  object  for  ^vpproxicjately  . 
1 minute  in  great  detail. 


; i..  V 


- ■■ 

This  objeot  -was  apptoxixa t ely  40-50  feet  in  diameter,  the  main  : • 

■*  * ■ ^ 

portion  being  black,  with  one  smp,ll  red  light  on  the  upper  left  ■ 

region  (as  it  was  facing  us).  Tliis  light  did  not  blink,  ’ The 

black  portion  was  slight  1:/  more  oblong  in  shape  than  round.  Under*' 
this  slightly  elongated  portion  was  a smaller  section  of  the  ob- 
ject that  appeared  to  be  completely  round  in  shape.  This  section  . 
appeared  to  have  a glass  area  (more  or  less  x'rosted)  from  which  a 

continuous  light  was  shining.  * Beneath  this  was  a '’rotor”  which 

1* 

turne<i  at  a moderate  rate  of  speed,  passing  in  front  of  the 

p 

frosted  light  panel,  causing  this  light  to  "blink”.  . The  rotor  . 
was  not  turning  at  a high  rate  of  speed  either  at  the  time  that  *7  .. 
the  object  was  almost  stt'Atioaary  above  us  nor  when  5,t  left  our 
field  of  vision.  There  was  no  sign  of  power,  such  as  jots,  pro-.^^ 
pellers,  etc.  We  could  detect  no  noiso  from  the  craft,  but  it 
is  possible  that  there  was  some  noiso  associated  with  it  that  we 
were  unable  to  detect  because  of  the  air-condl tioning  and  the 
fact  that  all  windows  in  the  car  were  closed.  After  approxi- 
mately 1 minute,  this  object  left  our  immediate  range  of  vision, 
flying  away  from  us  toward  and  over  part  of  >ioriphis. 
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brj  advised  that  imTnodiat oly  after  this  craft  loft  our 
vicinity,  we  sighted,  an  .v.irplane  at  a ;nuch  hinaer  altitude, 
and  were  able  to  make. a comparison  of  these  two  crafts*  There 

» « t * ' ** 

was  definitely  no  quest! cr  in  our  minds  that  the  object  we  saxv  ' 
was 'NOT  an  airplane  of  a^'.y  typo^know  to  us.  I hee  made  sketches 

craft,  and  would  be  pleased  to  forward  same  to  you  for 
your  study. 
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In  yiev;  of  the  above  description,  I would  appreciate  hearing  from 
you  'as  to  whether  or  not  a craft  of  this  nature  is  known  to  your  b 
office*  ‘Also,  please  advise  if  any  other  sightings  of  this  object 
were  report^ed^to  your  office.  V 


Thank  you* for  your  con side ration  of  this  matter, 
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},  Sincerely,.. 
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